
1.6.20 Planning Commission Minutes 

 

 

 

City of Harris 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
January 6, 2020 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Rossini called the 1.6.20 Regular Planning Commission Meeting to order at 
7:03 p.m. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
All participated in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 
Intern Jacob Goranson conducted roll call. Present: Chair Rossini, Commissioner 
Still, Commissioner Carlson, Commissioner Peterson, and Commissioner Olson. 
Absent: None. A quorum was present. 

 

Consent Agenda 
Commissioner Carlson moved to approve the 12.2.19 Regular Planning 
Commission Meeting Minutes. Commissioner Olson seconded the motion. All in 
favor, motion carried. 

 
Public Comment 
No one commented. 

 
Public Hearing 

o Conditional Use Permit - K'Nyaw Baptist Church 
• Chair Rossini opened the Public Hearing on a Conditional Use Permit 

to operate a church in the R3, Multiple Residential District at 7:05 
p.m. The K'Nyaw want to operate a church on parcel 14.00185.00. 
Representing the K'Nyaw Baptist Church were David Ostrawder, 
Judy Nelson, Lay Moo, Tamke Hoe, Kyaw Hoe, Laueh Roland, Ron 
Hanson, Reultsa MooSheemo, ltsakakae MooSheemo, and Dridley, 
Ryoankin. Commissioner Carlson asked if the property driveway is an 
issue. Ron Hanson, the Realtor for the purchaser, stated that the 
driveway is not an issue; he also stated that the Church is searching 
for bids to build a parking lot that can house around 400 cars. The 
approximate dimensions of the lot will be 200ft by 500 ft. The Church 
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will also be expanding the current building and will hook up to the 
municipal sewer and water within one year. Commissioner Still asked 
if there will be people living in the current residence. Mr. Hanson 
stated that the K'Nyaw plan on using the residence, but not for a 
while. Commissioner Carlson asked why did the K'Nyaw pick Harris. 
Mr. Hanson stated that the K'Nyaw have been searching for a new 
place of worship for around three to five years. They went to 
Lauderdale and New Brighton in search of property, only to have each 
city purchase the desired property from underneath them. Mr. Hanson 
also stated that he conducted some research and discovered that if the 
City of Harris approves the CUP, then it will lose around $4,000 in 
tax revenue; but if ten of the parishioners move to Chisago County, 
then it will gain over $24,000 in tax revenue. Chair Rossini wanted to 
know why the property reminds the K'Nyaw of their homeland. 
Roland, one of the K'Nyaw, stated that their situation in Minnesota is 
much better than in Burma or Thailand. They have more freedom, 
opportunity, options for education, and freedom to worship in a 
peaceful environment. Because the K'Nyaw plan on farming the 
property, and possibly participating in the local Farmer's Market, 
Commissioner Still asked if the K'Nyaw use handheld tools when 
farming, or if they use heavy machinery. Roland stated that the 
K'Nyaw will use handheld tools to farm but may learn to use heavy 
farming equipment in the future. Mr. Hanson stated that the K'Nyaw 
were renting space from the city of St. Paul to have a place to 
worship, but St. Paul is terminating their lease. Mr. Hanson also stated 
that it is unclear why the lease is being terminated. Commissioner Still 
wanted to know, if any of the K'Nyaw move to Harris, if they will 
establish their own school in the church, or if they will utilize the 
surrounding school districts. Mr. Hanson said that initially, if any of 
the K'Nyaw move to Harris, they would go to the surrounding school 
districts. Commission Carlson asked if the current CUP on the 
property will become null and void as the new CUP went into effect. 
Project Manage Joel Dhein responded yes to the question. 
Commissioner Carlson also asked about what kind of services will be 
held. Mr. Hanson said the K'Nyaw hold a regular Sunday service and 
maybe a Bible study on Fridays. Possible Choir practice on Saturdays. 
They also have the occasional wedding. Chair Rossini closed the 
Public Hearing for a CUP to operate a church in the R3 District at 
7:46 p.m. 
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Regular Agenda 
o Conditional Use Permit- K'Nyaw Baptist Church 

• Chair Rossini asked if there are any other options besides issuing a 
Condition Use Permit. Dudley Younkin stated that the K'Nyaw were 
only following what the City ordinances required them to do. 
Commissioner Still pointed out that the CUP will become null and void 
if it is not used within one year. She was concerned that the CUP will 
become null and void if not even one of the stipulations is upheld within 
one year. Mr. Dhein said that the Church does have some leeway with 
certain stipulations. Commissioner Still was also concerned with the 
current sewer and water system and how it would fare when 300+ 
people are going to use it. Mrs. Nelson stated that the current septic 
system on the property is fine for the time being. Commissioner Carlson 
asked if the Conditional use permit covers use of the current house 
which lies in the Business District. Mr. Dhein said that the house can be 
used as a residence and as a building for a Sunday School, but beyond 
that its uses are limited. Commissioner Still moved to recommend the 
CUP to the City Council as written. Commissioner Peterson seconded 
the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

o 2020 Work Plan 
• Project Manager Joel Dhein asked the Planning Commission if the order 

of the 2020 Work Plan that was developed at the 12.2.19 Regular 
Planning Commission Meeting is the final order of items to discuss in 
2020. The Planning Commission said yes, and Chair Rossini added that 
he would like to take 20 minutes of the current meeting to discuss what 
Mr. Dhein should have ready for the 2.3.20 Regular Planning 
Commission Meeting.  Commissioner Still opened the discussion by 
asking if the City of Harris should provide housing for the K'Nyaw that 
might move up here from the Minneapolis, St. Paul area. The fact was 
brought up that North Branch is going crazy with building over 400 new 
houses, making housing development in Harris more difficult. 
Commissioner Carlson asked Mr. Dhein if he had any advice on how to 
grow Harris. Mr. Dhein said that the Planning Commission should try to 
focus on one area of development; they should try to determine what 
message they want to send out to potential landowners, whether it's to 
businesses or potential residents. 

_) Commissioner Carlson asked Mr. Dhein how the 12.17.19 meeting 
with Jordan Zeller, the representative from the East Central Regional 
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Development Commission, went. Mr. Dhein said that the water and 
sewer was discussed, along with the concept of an industrial park, and 
other parts of infrastructure, but nothing specific; the meeting was 
very general. Commissioner Still asked Mr. Dhein ifhe could provide 
example incentives for potential residents. Commissioner Carlson 
pointed out that the City of Harris would be competing with North 
Branch for residents. Commissioner Carlson also asked Mr. Dhein for 
ways to involve the community in the City's growth. Mr. Dhein stated 
that there is nothing wrong with inviting residents to discuss growth 
issues. Commissioner Still asked if it's possible to send out a 
questionnaire to Harris residents, or to send out one on the internet. 
Mr. Dhein said both are possible. The Planning Commission decided 
to have Mr. Dhein provide incentives for new residents. 

 

Commissioner Reports 
• Commissioner Still stated that the Planning Commission has two 

meetings the day before an election day: March yd and November 3rd. 

She asked if the Commission is opposed to changing the meeting dates 
in order to give the election judges time to prepare for the elections. The 
Planning Commission agreed to recommend the request for meeting date 
changes to the City Council. 

 

Adiourn 
Commissioner Still moved to adjourn the 1.6.20 Regular Planning Commission 
Meeting. Commissioner Olson seconded the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 
The 1.6.20 Regular Planning Commission Meeting adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

 
 

         
 ___________________________

 
  ______ 
Barbara A. Vogtlin 
City Clerk 

 
 
 
 

Date Approved 

John Rossini 
Planning Commission Chair 
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